
MINUTES 
 

January 5, 2010 meeting of the Beaufort County Genealogical Society (BCGS) 
 
WELCOME: 
- Jean Gurkin called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm in the recreation hall of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints (LDS), 80 Cedar Circle, Washington NC. 
 
BCGS Officers Present 
-- President - Jean Gurkin    -- Corresponding Secretary - Willene Brinn 
-- Vice-President - Albert Everson   -- Recording Secretary - Kenneth Boyd  
-- Treasurer - Deborah Waters 
 
- Jean welcomed the attending BCGS members and two guests from Bath, NC. 
-- Carol Persche (researching the Hill and Wachtel families) 
-- Laura O’Brien (researching the Hevessy and Felfoldy families) 
 
PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES: 
- Kenneth Boyd read the minutes from the December 1, 2009 BCGS meeting. Jean Gurkin requested the 
minutes be amended to indicate she wished everyone a “Merry Christmas” rather than “Happy Holidays”. With 
this change, the minutes were approved without further comment. 
 
- Kenneth read the minutes from the November 3, 2009 BCGS meeting since they had not been read at the 
December meeting. The minutes were approved without comment. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
- Louise Cowell reported she had closed the BCGS Money Market Account and combined its funds with the 
BCGS Interest Checking Account to simplify account management. With this report, Louise passed future 
Treasurer reporting responsibilities to Deborah Walters. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
- Willene Brinn reported the BCGS had received the latest journals from the Orange County, NC and Hyde 
County, NC Genealogical Societies. 
 
OLD BUSINESS and COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
- Cemetery Books. Jean Gurkin solicited volunteers to help publish the books. Albert Everson, Louise Cowell, 
and Odell Parker volunteered to help. 
 
- East Carolina University (Joyner Library) Presentation. Russell Tyson reported it would be necessary to visit 
Joyner Library to receive a presentation on what is available in their collection. He went on to report that his 
convalescence from recent surgery is going well and he hopes to be back to normal in the not too distant 
future. 
 

- Joyner Library Visit. Betty Dixon and Russell Tyson will coordinate the BCGS visit to Joyner 
Library. They will contact the Library to see what works best for them and report back at the next meeting of 
the BCGS. 
- Jo Ross Publications. Willene Brinn reported that the effort is progressing. 
 
- BCGS Ancestry.Com Account. Willene Brinn reported that the effort to establish a BCGS 
Ancestry.Com account has run into an insurmountable road block and it will not be pursued any further. 
 
- BCGS Journal. Jean Gurkin announced Victor T. Jones, Jr. has agreed to assume responsibility for editing 
the semi-annual BCGS Journal “Pamteco Tracings”. Albert Everson volunteered to coordinate with Victor to 
see if he would come to the next BCGS meeting and make a presentation on how he wanted material 
forwarded to him for inclusion in the Journal. 
 



- 5th Generation Ancestral Charts. Albert Everson discussed the 5th Generation Ancestral Charts that had been 
distributed at the November 2009 BCGS meeting. He encouraged everyone to complete theirs for entry into 
the LDS Genealogical Database. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
- Publication Storage. The vendor renting the facility BCGS has been using for storing unsold copies of its 
publications raised the monthly rent approximately 25% for 2010. Louise Cowell volunteered a climate 
controlled room in a house she owns on 15th Street in Washington, NC to serve as a repository for the 
publications. She solicited help from the BCGS membership to assist in moving the materiel from the current 
storage facility to the house. The volume of the materiel is approximately two full-size pickup truck loads. It was 
agreed that moving the material would be deferred until the weather warms up from the abnormal cold spell we 
have been experiencing. 
- Board of Directors Meeting. Jean Gurkin requested the BCGS Officers and Board Members to stay briefly 
after the meeting adjourned to set up a time and place for a BCGS Board of Directors meeting. 
 
PROGRAM: 
- Terria Baynor had been scheduled to present a program at this meeting of the BCGS but she was not 
present. Her presentation was deferred until a later date. 
 
- Eugene “Gene” Grant volunteered to offer a substitute program and he gave an update on the status of his 
and Jimmy Taylor’s efforts to excavate the foundations of an 18th Century house located on his property that 
they believe once belonged to William Barrow. The discussion morphed into a general discussion of the Pirate 
Blackbeard (a.k.a., Edward Teach or Edward Thatch) and his relationship to Eastern North Carolina and 
thetown of Bath in the early 18th Century. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
- Jean Gurkin adjourned the BCGS meeting at 8:10 pm 
. 
FEBRUARY 2010 MEETING OF BCGS: 
- The February 2010 meeting of the BCGS is scheduled for 7:00 pm on February 2, 2010 in the 
recreation hall of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (LDS), 80 Cedar Circle, Washington NC. 
 
- The BCGS Board of Directors and the Officers will meet at 6:00 pm at the same location prior to the start of 
the BCGS meeting. 
 

ATTENDEES 
Kenneth L. Boyd 
Albert Everson 
Willene C. Brinn 
Mary Disharoon 
Sheila M. Cantine 
Eugene B. Grant 
Jimmy Taylor 
Vernetta Lange 
Bill Bowen 
Wayne Jefferson 
P. Wayne Hodnett 
Louise Cowell 
Betty J. Dixon 
Deborah Waters 
Jean Gurkin 
Janice Tyson 
Russell Tyson 
Odell Parker 
Louise Kempka 
Carol Persche (Guest) 
Laura O’Brien (Guest) 



 


